draft MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RYARSH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
MONDAY, 12th DECEMBER 2011 AT RYARSH VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00P.M.

PRESENT: 
Cllrs D Storey (Chairman), I Emson, R Coleman, A Jenner, M Mckinlay, R Murray-Evans


PCSO K Hockey, L Mackie (Clerk),  2 members of public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr L O’Toole

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

There were no declarations of interest

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER 2011

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 14th November be APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman.

REPORT FROM COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

There were no reports.
MATTERS ARISING

a) Crime Reports

There has been a burglary on the A20.  It is a police priority to be out and catch the people committing these burglaries.
PCSO Hockey was informed that on Workhouse Road, outside Gallagher’s gate, cars are congregating at night.  They are leaving behind rubbish, empty beer cans and polythene packets.  PCSO Hockey will deal with this.

It was also reported that 3 – 4 cars are using the village hall car park every evening to meet up.  PCSO Hockey will move those cars on.

b) Workhouse Quarry

There is nothing further to report

c) Ryarsh Brickworks

There is  nothing further to report.
d) Localism Act 2011 
The Clerk has sent out details of this to Cllrs.  Cllr Storey has attended a Neighbourhood Watch Planning Meeting run by CPRE.
e) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

The Clerk has obtained information about lighting a beacon which is held on file.  Details of prices of commemorative items such as book marks, coins and mugs are also held on file.  It has not been possible to obtain a list of children in the village.  The Clerk has asked the school for details of any commemorative items it is providing, but has not received a reply yet.  Cllrs agreed that an event to be run at the village hall would be a good way to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee, perhaps with a disco and food.  Cllr Storey will make a preliminary booking for the disco.
f) Repairs to entrance to Village Hall Car Park

Cllr Storey spoke as Chairman of the Ryarsh Rural Community Council, who own the village hall car park.  He has approached a number of contractors who have been unwilling to quote for the repairs needed to the entrance to the village Hall Car Park.  RBLI have given a quote which is higher than expected.  The work is in 2 stages.  The first stage costs £2961.29 including VAT.  The second stage will cost £3196.80, although it is unclear if this includes VAT.  Cllr Storey has applied for funding but has been unsuccessful.

Cllrs agreed it is important that the work is done, and that the village could not go through another year with the flooding problems.  It was noted there is “one village” and that the village hall is part of the community.  The Parish Council unanimously agreed to donate the money to sort this flooding problem out completely.

The RRCC have £2000 towards the works, including £650 from County Councillor Hohler’s members fund.  The Parish Council AGREED to donate up to £4,500 to the RRCC to have the works completed to solve the flooding problems at the entrance to the village hall car park.  

g) KALC Chairman’s Conference
This is on 7th January.  Cllr Storey will not be able to attend.  Cllr Emson will consider the paperwork.

h) Flood Workshop

The Clerk was asked to email out these details to councillors.
i) Any other matters arising

It was reported that large lorries are continuing to cause problems in Sandy Lane, loading and unloading.  The Clerk was asked to report this to TMBC.
PARISH NEWS AND UPDATES

There were no updates to report.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Cllr Storey reported that The Parish Council are waiting to hear when KCC will be reviewing the issue of whether the trees along the Eastern Boundary of the Quarry should be removed.  
Cllr storey also reported that drainage engineers from KCC and TMBC are involved in resolving the problem of flooding on The Street.  

CORRESPONDENCE

Sara Fletcher 

Engineering Services for Parish Councils




This is held on file for members to consider.
NALC/Audit Cmn

Fraud risks in parish councils – advice for councillors




Cllrs have received this information by email.

Kent Highway Services
Highways & Transportation Tracker Survey





Cllrs did not wish to complete this survey.

Tonbridge & Malling

Kent Youth Service – Transformation Proposals

Borough Council
There is a youth club run in the village hall and one in the church hall.

Office of
 

Annual Civic Service 6 March 2012

Lord-Lieutenant of Kent
Cllr Emson took details of this event.
Tonbridge & Malling

Licensing and Appeals Committee
Borough Council

This is held on file.

Kent County Council
Consultation on Household Waste Recycling Centre Service





Cllrs did not wish to complete this survey.
RISK MANAGEMENT 

(a) Play Area Inspection


The play Area has been inspected and there is nothing to report.

(b) Trees on Recreation Ground


Cllr O’Toole has finished his survey and will report at the next meeting.
(c)
Any other Matters


There were no further matters.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTWAY MATTERS

(a) Kent Highway Services - Update

There are no updates.
(b) Flooding Relief Works – The Street
This has already been discussed.

(c) Traffic Calming Request on A20
A vehicle parked on the A20 was damaged recently and the resident has requested traffic calming measures.  The Clerk has reported this to Kent Highway Services.  
The Cllrs considered that it is dangerous to park partly in the road when there is a 50mph limit, but noted that if you parked completely on the pavement prams etc. could not safely pass.
(d) Vegetation around street light on Roughetts Road
KHS have quoted around £1300 to cut the vegetation back properly, and this would need to be done every year.  The householder has tried to cut the vegetation back but KHS confirmed it could not be done properly without proper equipment.  Possible solutions include (1) re-locating the street light and (2) putting a long arm extension onto the street light.

It was suggested that the lleylandi trees are on the road side of the fence, and may be on Council land.  This dates from when the road was widened when the motorway was being built.  The Clerk will look into this.

This work raised the question about the parish street light maintenance contractors, PFL.  PFL have not responded to Cllr Storey or completed the work to the shade outside a property on London Road as requested.  PFL have made and installed a shade but that shade does not achieve the result the Parish Council asked for.  The Parish Council discussed this and agreed that the invoice to PFL for the work should be completed, although the Parish Council does not believe the work has been completed as instructed.  The Parish Council will therefore terminate its maintenance contract with PFL and will find a new contractor.  The Clerk was asked to get recommendations from other parishes.
(e) Any other Highways Matters

Flooding is continuing on Workhouse Road at the bottom of footpath MR149, despite KHS saying that the problem has been resolved.  The Clerk will report this.

The bus stop on Roughetts Road has vegetation overhanging it.  The Clerk will report this to KHS.

The footpath on Roughetts Road, opposite The Granary, remains difficult to walk along due to overgrown vegetation.  Cllr Storey agreed to speak to the landowner again.

.
RECREATION GROUND 

(a) Play area
The Clerk has ordered the maintenance work to be done from Wicksteed. 

(b) Dog Mess on The Recreation Ground
Cllrs Storey and McKinlay attended the“bag and flag” event on 22nd November.  It is believed that the situation has improved since this event and the installation of the “no dogs” signs.

(c) Maintenance of Play Area
Discussed above.

PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Plans Received for Comment
TM/11/03107

Replacement and new location of 
The Street

Garden Shed

NO OBJECTIONS


TM/11/02801

Proposal description amended

London Road

NO ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO ADD TO THOSE MADE AT THE LAST MEETING


TM/11/03066

Extension of time limit on previous
The Street



Planning Permission


NO OBJECTIONS

TM/11/03147

Demolish garage and erect  2 storey
London Road



Side & rear extension and single storey



Rear extension


NO OBJECTIONS

TM/11/01949

Reserved Matters Phase 3


Leybourne Grange



NO OBJECTIONS

TM/11/03197

Details of site investigation and risk
Leybourne Grange



Assessment



NO OBJECTIONS
TM/11/03266

Lawful Development Certificate

Ryarsh Brickworks




Construction of 20 m length of road and




footway

The Parish Council believes this has been constructed for over 10 years.

(b) Decision Notices

TM/11/02568

Lawful Development Certificate: 

London Road

Single storey rear and side extension

CERTIFIED LAWFUL

TM/11/02004

Two storey rear and side extensions: 
London Road




Dormer





GRANTED PERMISSION SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

 (c) 
Any Other Planning Matters


TM/11/01420

Two storey front extension


The Street

Appeal start date 6 December 2011


FINANCIAL MATTERS 

(a) Accounts for payment and cheques for signature

It was reported that the following invoices were due for payment and it was AGREED that the cheques be signed:

	Clerk

PFL

RRCC

KC (KCS)
PFL
	Salary &expenses - Dec
Street light maintenance Nov
Hire of Hall Nov

Grounds maintenance
Shade for Light
	459.44
85.80

14.00

991.14
180.00


(b)
TMBC Annual Allocation for 2012/13

This has reduced from last year.
(c)  
Precept for 2012/13

The Clerk will send draft figures to Cllrs.  The precept will need to be agreed at the January meeting.

(d )  
Any other financial matters

The Council agreed to pay the outstanding invoice to PFL and cancel the maintenance contract with them.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:


The next Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 9th January 2012 at 8pm.  

CLOSURE
The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9.20pm.


Chairman 9th January  2012

